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What we’re looking forward to seeing at
Collect 2026
As Collect art fair returns to London's Somerset House, we pick out the works and galleries shaping this year’s conversation around craft and collectible design.

By Marco Mansi
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Carla Wright, installation view. Courtesy of Ruup & Form. Rob Harris

ow in its 22nd year, Collect art fair will return to Somerset House on February 27, and promises a

curated and highly impressive display. The fair aims to showcase the work of over 400 artists and

designers. ‘It’s about putting the emphasis on material-based disciplines and skills that take time to

hone. All of the skills and pieces created relate to the artists’ hand,’ explains the fair's director, TF Chan

(who is, incidentally, one of House & Garden's ‘New Creative Royalty’ for 2026). For TF, the aim of the

fair is to elevate contemporary craft, putting it on a level pedestal with fine art. ‘We show museum

quality pieces,’ he explains. ‘I want to show that there’s the same level of quality here as at a more

mainstream fine art fair.’

Thanks in part to TF's vision for the fair, this year's edition will see a notable influx of international

newcomers, as well as a surge of invention and a marked disregard for the expected. There’s a sense that

boundaries may be not just nudged, but meaningfully reworked.

Ceramics, glass, lacquer, jewellery, furniture, textiles – it’s all here, but rarely in forms you’ve seen before.

Gallery FUMI’s Kobina Adusah channels ancestral African landscapes into monumental vessels, while

Bluerider ART presents delicate embroidered tributes to Taiwanese cuisine by Deng Wen Jen. Over at

Mia Karlova Galerie, Vadim Kibardin transforms recycled cardboard into sculptural lighting that feels

both austere and futuristic.

Lee Jung Suk, Fragile 1813 , 2018. Presented by Lloyd Choi Gallery. Tian Khee Siong
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Lacquer is having a moment, too. Mono Art from Tokyo is showing works by Yoshito Yamashita – one of

only ten artists designated a Living National Treasure in Japanese lacquer art – alongside his son Kojin,

who continues to evolve the Kagawa tradition. HIROKI / White Conduit Projects brings a cross-cultural

dialogue, with Jane Bustin and Rosa Nguyen collaborating with lacquer master HIROKI, drawing on

techniques such as kintsugi and toutaishikki. If lacquer once suggested polished perfection, here it feels

far more elastic.

Collect Open, the fair’s curated platform for large-scale, craft-led installations, provides a different

register altogether. Amelia Dennigan’s embroidered canvases explore the emotional complexity of

miscarriage, using textile as a painterly, deeply personal medium. Ella Merriman gives rush basketry a

contemporary edge by reviving abandoned London furniture with traditional techniques. Kamilah

Ahmed celebrates the cityscape of Dhaka through suspended embroidered textiles rooted in heritage

processes. Chloe Lennon’s cobalt-mining-inspired dining table and stools confront the ethics of

extraction in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, while Hanna Salomonsson’s monumental ceramic

totems reflect on veteran trees and the ecological pressures they face.

Selby Hi, Overgrown , 2025. Courtesy of Alveston Gallery Notting Hill.

There are also newcomers worth seeking out. Max Radford Gallery brings a strong design-led focus,

presenting sculptural furniture by Freddy Tuppen, Barnaby Lewis and Lewis Kemmenoe. Jennifer

Lauren Gallery champions under-represented and disabled artists – including Yoshihiro Watanabe’s

origami oak-leaf animals, which manage to be playful and quietly pointed at once.

Beneath it all, there is a palpable sense of shared purpose. As Brigitta Spinocchia Freund, Creative

Director of Spinocchia Freund and partner of Collect Open, notes: ‘My heart lies in championing Craft

in all its material forms. Supporting Craft sustains a community and keeps vital skills in circulation.

Collect brings that global community together, creating space for discovery and for these practices to be

actively championed.’

So what are we looking for at Collect this year? Not statements for their own sake, but works that stretch

material, question assumptions and feel alive to the present moment.

Collect 2026 at Somerset House – public opening times:

Friday 27 February 2026 11:00 – 20:00

Saturday 28 February 2026 11:00 – 18:00

Sunday 01 March 2026 11:00 – 17:00

craftscouncil.org.uk/collect-fair
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Paola Di Legge, Stillness in Motion, presented at Collect Open.
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Vanessa Barragão, Vital, 2024. Courtesy of Ben Austin Projects.
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Darrell DesRoches, Tide’s Out , 2025. Courtesy of Craft Alliance Atlantic Association.

Mia Karlova Galerie
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Vadim Kibardin, Black Nostalgia (Size M and L), 2025.Courtesy of Mia Karlova Galerie.
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Pradeep Kumar, (Yoga 2) , 2021. Courtesy of Jennifer Lauren Gallery.

Qin Zhang
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Qin Zhang, Brooch – The Hidden Eden. Courtesy of BR Gallery.

Shannon Cosgrove
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Cara Murphy, Long Grass Teapot , 2025. Courtesy of Design & Crafts Council Ireland.

Damian Kolodziejczyk
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Formsophy, FJOR, 2026. Courtesy of Creative Industries Institute, Polish Cultural Institute and On&On

Designs.
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Minhee Kim, Seabream from Jeju. Presented by Siat Gallery at Collect 2026
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Frances Priest, Byzantine V , Byzantine VI , and Byzantine VIII , 2022. Presented by Cavaliero Finn.

© Roland Paschhoff

11/18

Zelouf & Bell, Ginko Bar Cart, presented at Collect Open.

Richard Round Turner
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Lewis Kemmenoe, Modest Patchwork Chair , 2024. Courtesy of Max Radford Gallery.
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John Lee, Ash, suede, presented at Collect Open
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Yoshito Yamashita, Mountain, dressed – autumn foliage, 2019. Courtesy of Mono Art.
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HIROKI and Rosa Nguyen. Celestial Bodies. Courtesy of HIROKI / White Conduit

"Ole Akhoej"
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Morten Løbner Espersen, Horror Vacui. Courtesy of artist and Oxford Ceramics Gallery.
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Andrea Spencer, What Remains, presented by Design & Crafts Council Ireland  (DCCI).
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Les Keepers, Sotobosque , 2026. Courtesy of Cavaliero Finn.
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